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Dear Parents and Community Members: 
 
We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which provides key 
information on the 2016-17 educational progress for the Spencer Elementary. The AER 
addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and state laws. The school’s 
report contains information about student assessment, accountability, and teacher quality. If you 
have any questions about the AER, please contact William Renner, Spencer’s Principal for 
assistance. 
 
The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web site 
https://goo.gl/HEH2tp or you may review a copy in the main office of Spencer. 
 
For the 2016-17 school year, schools were identified using new definitions and labels as 
required in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  A Targeted Support and Improvement 
(TSI) school is one that has at least one underperforming student subgroup. An Additional 
Targeted Support (ATS) school is one that has three or more underperforming student 
subgroups. A Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) school is one whose 
performance is in the lowest 5% of all schools in the state.  Some schools are not identified with 
any of these labels. In these cases, no label is given. 
 
Spencer Elementary was identified as having no label of “focus”, “priority”, or “reward”. 
 
The current challenges that face Spencer includes increasing reading, math, and science 
proficiency on the M-STEP.   
In the area of science, BAS has adopted a new curriculum called Next Generation Science 
Standards.  We’ve also created a STEAM Center and Design Studio. 
   
The challenges in the area of reading will be addressed by providing more explicit instruction.  
Students will continue to use programs such as Lexia and Achieve 3000 to supplement reading.  
In addition, all students will receive support through the RtI model, working in small groups while 
focusing on specific skills.  
In the subject area of math, we will continue to utilize our educational assistants to push-in to 
the classrooms and provide support to build number strength and computation.    
  

https://goo.gl/HEH2tp


State law requires that we also report additional information: 
 

1. Pupils are assigned to Spencer Elementary by geographic assignment.  Students who 

are not in our geographic area can request to attend upon enrollment.  Our school 

district also accepts school of choice students from outside the district.  The school of 

choice students are placed wherever there is space available in specific grade levels. 

The placement decisions are made by the District Superintendent’s Office. 

 

2. We have revised our school improvement plan and currently in our first-year cycle.  

 
3. We do not have any specialized schools within our district. 

 
4. Third grade Spencer students that scored proficient has remained somewhat steady with 

2015-16 scores of 71% and 70% in 2016-17 in English Language Arts.  Fourth grade 
students rose from 73% in 2015-16 to 77% in 2016-17.  Math showed the same growth 
with third graders scoring 65% in 2015-16 and 70.4% in 2016-17.  Our fourth-grade 
students increased slightly as well from 70% in 2015-16 to 72% in 2016-17.    
 

5. Our district regularly assesses students using the Michigan Student Test of Educational 

Progress.  Students in grades third through fourth are tested 1 time per year in reading, 

math, and science.  In 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 school year, 63 % of students scored 

proficient. In 2016-2017 that proficient rating rose to 65%.  In 2016-17, 85% of students 

of students made progress toward proficiency or increased their proficiency. The state 

average was 40%.   

 

6. Parent/teacher conferences are always well attended at Spencer Elementary.  For the 
2015-16 school year attendance was upward of 90 %.  The 2016-17 school year, we had 
95% of parents attending both fall and spring conferences. For the 2017-18 school year 
we had 98% of our families attend. 
 

Spencer Elementary believes in educating the “whole” child.  Our instructional focus is 
always on academics, but we also dedicate ourselves to teaching students positive ways to 
follow our rules and be good citizens of our school and their communities.  
 
I would like to congratulate the staff, students, and parents of the Spencer Elementary 
School family for their dedication to our school and the work that is done to promote the 
success of our students. I look forward to our continued commitment of educational 
excellence with our wonderful Spencer Elementary Community! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
William Renner 
 
Principal, Spencer Elementary  

 
 


